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1)  The View From Rare Albion, Editorial, AEM AUGUST 2007 

2)  The Colours of Money - An introduction to associative economics - Oct 2007 

1)  THE VIEW FROM RARE ALBION, EDITORIAL, AEM AUGUST 07 

This month’s issue is dedicated to the question of world economic governance. Were there to be a single global economy organised and managed autonomously of political and national constraints – a basic concept for associative economics – how would it be organised? What institutions would it have, how constituted, and in furtherance of what image of economic life? Of course, as the somewhat unwelcome term ‘globalisation’ implies, economic life today is already largely conducted outside of national and political jurisdictions. This is, after all, the aim of the neo-liberal approach. It cannot be controversial, therefore, to ask how such a worldwide economy is organised. Indeed, the more precise question is whether the way it is organised today is the way it ought to be. When people refer to the ‘global financial architecture’ what exactly do they have in mind? For example, would the Bretton Woods twins – the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank – and the related World Trade Organisation have a place in a one-world economy? 

The items collected here begin with a discussion of the merits of international regulation, featuring commentary from Germany on Global Governance. In Sign of the Times, The Case of Wolfowitz highlights vital questions concerning the appointment of its president. Should the manager of such an institution be an appointee of the US president? Should it be located in Washington? Or, as Britain’s new Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, recently asked, albeit via his trade and development secretary, Douglas Alexander, is it time to accent multilateralism? “In the 20th century a country’s might was too often measured in what they could destroy. In the 21st century strength should be measured by what we can build together. And so we must form new alliances [of opportunity], based on common values, ones not just to protect us from the world, but ones which reach out to the world.” 

The feature article, Economic Life as a Whole, revisits the seminal ideas of Daniel Dunlop and Walter Johannes Stein in this regard. This is part of our continuing focus on the 1930s, a time that served as a fulcrum in the development of modern economic life. In some respects this was a time before `the mist descended´ whereby under the guise of internationalism those worldwide political institutions came about which today inform and thus obscure our understanding of global economic life. While seemingly anachronistic, the thrust of their thinking is that in a global economy one must think out of a global dynamic - a practice which, given the continuing economic nationalism of our times, still lies ahead of us. Stein and Dunlop called for internationalism, but of an altogether different kind, born of the cooperation of individuals within nations and of nations within the world economy. 

The Networking Page features a variety of reports on associative activities, past, present and future, including prospective new courses and a media portal. As if to illustrate shared, associative activity rather than centralised power economics, the AE Profile this month is on the Mid West Shared Gifting Group in the USA. It may be ‘small beer’ in terms of the way economic life as a whole is conceived and conducted, but the point is to get beyond the power of money and even the providers of it, so that it (money) and those who steward it do so in furtherance of others’ activity rather than their own. In Accountant’s Corner our man in Toronto, D’Arcy Mackenzie turns his attention to the valuing of assets. Today for the most part this is seen in terms of the money to be made from the asset, but is this the ‘right’ approach in a single global economy? 

2)   COLOURS OF MONEY SEMINAR - 12-14 October 2007 

This seminar offers a broad introduction to associative economics and provides a starting point for the Diploma in Associative Economics. The Colours of Money seminar has taken place in many parts of the world and in different languages. The next one is in Stroud, England from 12-14 October 2007. The main subjects covered concern the competence of those responsible for economic activities, the need for appropriate structures, accounting as a universal language, and the importance of clear finances shared in regular meetings. The seminar is open to  those thinking of applying for their organisations to become users of the Quality Guarantee Mark, those embarking upon a Diploma in Associative Economics, and anyone interested in furthering associative economics. 

The following comments arose from the last Colours of Money Seminar (March 2007) 

            Thanks for organising a really stimulating weekend.  My mind has hardly stopped buzzing since!  

            That was really great! I had a few winnie-the-pooh moments and I really feel inspired! 

            I would like to follow it up by action and I look forward to talking about it with you. 

            thank you for also arranging the conference. I really enjoyed myself! 

            Thank you for organising the conference. I learned a lot and realised how little I actually knew. Am now keen to enrol for the Diploma. 

            I enjoyed it a lot and am well into getting into getting way more clear about my finances. 

For a flier and more details contact arthur@talkingeconomics.com (01452 810764) or visit http://www.arthuredwards.net/fileadmin/arthuredwards/com_Stroud_OCT_2007.pdf 
Cost £120. Registration by September 12th 

