Money and Markets

In the development of the history of economic thought, contrasting views of
money and markets have emerged. Whilst some economists have seen money as
an instrument created by individuals in an attempt to overcome the difficulties of
barter, others have seen it as something created before the market, maintained
and promoted by the State. Similarly, whereas some economists have seen the
market as a level playing field, others have seen it dominated by specific group
interests.

This book brings together 14 essays by leading authors in the field of eco-
nomics to look at the relationship between money and markets thoughout eco-
nomic theory and history, thus providing a key to understanding important
issues in monetary theory and other important debates in contemporary eco-
nomics.

Taking a critical stance of much mainstream economics literature and offer-
ing alternative arguments, this title is essential reading for postdoctoral
researchers in the field of both the history of economics and current economic
theory.

Alberto Giacomin is Associate Professor in the History of Economic Thought
at the University of Venice. Maria Cristina Marcuzzo is Head of the Depart-
ment of Economics at the University of Rome.
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