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Editors´ Note 

	One of the aims of Opinión Sur is to disseminate in the world scene a perspective of the South, and in the South, to suggest alternative ways to uneven development. In this issue of our magazine we invite our readers to consider two interrelated subjects: on the one hand, the lesson we may learn from the dilemma Mexico is faced with and, on the other, the ways to overcome the persistent poverty affecting Latin America.
Mexico, the country in our continent that is most globalized and closest to the United States, endures two incomplete transitions: the transition from authoritarianism to democracy, and the transition from a planned to an open economy. The first transition will only be completed through bold institutional reforms affording easier access to power to one third of the electorate that today feels disappointed, if not altogether cheated. 
The other transition, the economic one, has demonstrated that growth per se does not solve people's most pressing problems. Now Mexico exports its social tensions, thus mitigating them through migration and remittances, but is not coping with its structural poverty. It is this second subject that this issue of our magazine deals with.
We argue that poverty is not a transient condition and that it is not overcome without the implementation of specific actions at each level—macro, meso and micro economic— of our countries’ economic activity.
In other sections of our magazine, we invite you to reflect upon a metaphor: the sea as a simultaneous image of risk and opportunity, a place without landmarks or milestones, where "paths are made by sailing forth".
Finally, we would like to congratulate our sister publication—Opinion Sur Youth—on its success and the recognition it has received through the YouthActionNet award, presented by the International Youth Foundation (IYF), one of the world’s leading youth organizations, which annually rewards twenty young projects from throughout the planet.
We thank our many readers for their support and company and ask them to continue to help us expand our worldwide readership even further. Until our next issue.
The Editors
If you want to support
Opinión Sur click here
GEOPOLITICS 
An Election´s Lesson:
The Mexican challenge
Juan Eugenio Corradi (translated by Remy Scalza)© Copyright Opinión Sur
Abstract: In the absence of an unselfish move on the part of the contested winner of the presidential elections, Mexico will experience an involution of power toward local bosses.  This process of triangulation – generally alien to political culture in most Latin American countries – should be based on the incorporation of the poor into the productive system.  If this does not happen, Mexico will not only prolong its political crisis but also will also entrench structural poverty and continue to export its social problem to its northern neighbor, whose response promises to be  xenophobic. (see complete article)
 

DEVELOPMENT
Food, Technology and Development
Eduardo Remolins © Copyright Opinión Sur 
Abstract: In the XXI century food production is not a disadvantage for developing countries as it used to be. In fact, not only the demand for these products (and their price) seems to be secured for the next ten years, but also the value added is higher than that of many industrial goods. Functional foods are sound examples of that. (see complete article)
 


Foreign Cooperation: Impositions or An Extended Hand?
Roberto Sansón Mizrahi © Copyright Opinión Sur 
Abstract: In spite of the vast experience existing in the field of foreign cooperation, today the debate persists over whether it conceals impositions, hidden ways to sneak in views and values that are foreign to us or, on the contrary, constitutes an altruistic act of international solidarity, an extended hand to help us face our own challenges. These lines reflect upon this issue. (see complete article)
 

TRANSFORMATIONS
A Blind Alley with a Way Out
Roberto Sansón Mizrahi © Copyright Opinión Sur 
Abstract: A Blind Alley with a Way Out I: the family drama of a confrontation between brothers. A Blind Alley with a Way Out II: the drama of  confrontations between sister nations. (see complete article)
 

QUOTATIONS FOR REFLECTION
 (see complete list)
 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION
In this section, we have included information which may be useful to our readers.  The content is taken from contributions made by our subscriber network.(click here to access the information)
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