The Talking Economics Bulletin consists of news and views on associative economics, including short extracts from Associative Economics Monthly (which is available electronically for £1 an issue at www.cfae.biz/aem or in a hard copy format - tel (UK) 01227 738207). 

1)  Associative Economics Monthly May 06, Editorial

2)  Event Details - in London, Stroud, Canada, Germany, Switzerland and Norway

3)  Time for a world currency?

4)  The Art and Science of Economics

1) EDITORIAL FROM ASSOCIATIVE ECONOMICS MONTHLY - MAY 06

In a modern economy it is increasingly thanks to the technological innovation born of human ingenuity, rather than individual work capacities, that we produce what we do. Is it not primitive, therefore, to maintain the link between income and work and to regard work as the only source of value and hence the corresponding financial rewards? This issue of Associative Economics Monthly examines diverse views on the subject.

In It Is Not By Work Alone..., the views of Samuel Brittan (1) in the UK and Louis Kelso in the US are authoritative because of the former’s standing as a financial writer and the latter’s work with employee ownership. Separating Work and Income by Rudolf Steiner shows how this topic is central to his approach to economics. James Robertson (2) and Brian Leslie, two British monetary reform activists, make The Case for a Citizens’ Income.

Ideas on this subject tend to polarise between libertarian and socialist; between those for whom individuals are the principal economic agents and those who would organise things through the state; and between those who link the commons to human ingenuity and capital and those who connect it to land and nature. By making a distinction between running the economy on an economic rather than political basis, associative economics overcomes such dichotomies. Placing the human being centre-stage, it recognises values arising from both capital and land, while emphasising the need for all to become profitable, which is primarily a matter of paying true prices for what others contribute. 

The issue concludes with a perspective on associative economics from Jesse Osmer and a description of leverage by D’Arcy Mackenzie in his column Accountants Corner.

(1) Samuel Brittan has recently published a collection of his essays entitled: Against the Flow.

(2) You can find James Robertson's case for a basic income on his website: www.jamesrobertson.com, along with a book review: The Citizen's Stake: 

Exploring the future of universal asset policies.

2) EVENTS

IN CANADA:

'Freeing the Circling Stars' - Pre-funded education Ottawa, 19 - 21 May, 2006 Details from: nathalie.payette@rogers.com

IN STROUD, UK:

Talking Economics Evenings -  Star Anise Arts Café, Stroud, UK , Mondays 7-9pm Time for a World Currency? - 8 May Ethics with Everything - 5 Jun For details of above events: info@talkingeconomics.com 01452 810764

IN LONDON, UK:

19 May, 9 Jun 2006

The Metamorphosis of Capitalism -  An introductory course in associative economics. Fridays, 2 - 5 pm, booking only (Venue below)

3x3x3 -  An opportunity to study Rudolf Steiner's Economics Course (Come occasionally or sign for the whole course) Fridays, 7.15 - 9.15 pm  (Venue

below)

Rudolf Steiner House, 35 Park Road, NW1 6XT London

IN NORWAY:

The Colours of Money - An introduction to associative economics Oslo, 16 - 18 June, 2006 Details from: mail@cfae.biz

IN BERLIN:

9. / 10. Juni 2006

Vortrag und Seminar von Dr. Christopher Houghton Budd in Berlin Ueber den Ort und das genaue Thema der Veranstaltungen:

Benjamin Kolass - Benjamin@youthsection.org

IN DORNACH, SWITZERLAND:

Events at the Goetheanum, Dornach, Basel, Switzerland, January – June 2006:

Lectures: Thursdays: 8.00-9.30pm, Goetheanum Ethical financialism: Modern finance as a mirror of ourselves - 11 May Rudolf Steiner’s True Price: The key to transforming modern economic life - 1 June Beyond competition: The prospects for associative economics today - 29 June

Workshops: Fridays: 9.00–12.00 am, Conference Room, Youth Section House 12th May, 2nd June, 30th June 2006 For further details contact: Email: economics@goetheanum.org / Tel: Christopher Houghton Budd (0044 1227 738207) / Jesse Osmer 061 706 4391 (CH)

IN THE USA:

Sep 06 - May 07 (7 Sessions)

The Art and Science of Economics Course

Gary Lamb - garylamb@usadatanet.net

3) TIME FOR A WORLD CURRENCY?

Introduction to a Talking Economics evening in Stroud, 8th May 06

The prospect of a global currency is on the horizon, but what or who actually stands behind it? The idea that there is, or should be, just one currency in the world is gaining strength with the perception that the economic life of humanity is a single global affair. 

However the question less often asked is whether such a currency is to be of a political or of an economic nature. In the same way that a political state is being purposefully built on the Euro, there are those who, in advocating a world currency and supposing that this must be accompanied by a central bank, leave unspoken the deeper intention, seen as an inevitable consequence, that a corresponding political entity must later emerge to manage it...

...for the rest of this piece, see http://talkingeconomics.blogspot.com/
4)  THE ART AND SCIENCE OF ECONOMICS, a course on Rudolf Steiner's Economics Lectures - September 2006 - May 2007    

The Art and Science of Economics course will conducted by Gary Lamb and Michael Howard. Typically, the course will take place on the 3rd Saturday each month for seven months beginning in September, 2006, (There will be no session in late December, and May is reserved as a makeup date.). Each full-day session will cover two of the fourteen lectures of Rudolf Steiner's World Economy course by way of presentations, conversations on theory and practice, and artistic exercises. Participants in the seminars will be asked to complete reading and other assignments between the monthly sessions. The seminar will consist of seven sessions, and participants will need to commit to the complete series.

Interested parties are encouraged to inquire as soon as possible. Registration deadline is August 18, 2006. A minimum of 10 participants is needed for the seminar. For more information, contact Gary Lamb at the Center for Social and Environmental Responsibility (CSER) at Hawthorne Valley, 327 Route 21C, Ghent, NY 12075 USA; 518-392-9620; garylamb@usadatanet.net
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END
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'Associative Economics Monthly',  is available at www.cfae.biz/aem
The associative approach to economics is based on the idea that economic life is the shared responsibility of every human being. Talking Economics is about making this responsibility conscious and finding ways to give it effect. www.talkingeconomics.com-- www.talkingeconomics.co.uk
The Centre for Associative Economics, Forge House, The Green, Chartham, Canterbury, CT4 7JW, 01227 738207
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