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It was agreed at the 8th EUNIP International Conference to organise a EUNIP Exploratory Workshop on Democratic Globalisation: Innovative Policies for Enhancing Economic Participation and Governance. This event will take place at the University of Limerick, Ireland, on Monday 19th June. (The event is deliberately planned for immediately prior to the 9th EUNIP International Conference, organised and hosted by the University of Limerick from Tuesday 20th June to Thursday 22nd June, thereby enabling participants at the Workshop to remain in Limerick for the Conference.)

The Exploratory Workshop is co-ordinated by a network of faculty from across Europe. Numbers at the event are limited to 35, and the number of papers is limited to 18. The subject matter is deliberately focused on its specific Themes (as outlined below).  In addition, the event provides a forum to address the specific potential for developing an open academic fellowship/community that is committed to evolving an innovative set of research and learning projects under the democratic control of the participating scholars. 
Correspondence for those who would like to participate in the event, including those who would like to submit ideas for presentations, should be addressed to the Exploratory Workshop administrator, Marcela Valania (M.M.Valania@bham.ac.uk) by 24th March 2006 at the latest. Bearing in mind that the event is a Workshop, presentations may range from very early ‘work-in-progress’ through to ‘finished’ papers. 
Please also note that there are no constraints on submitting the same paper to both the EUNIP Exploratory Workshop and the 9th EUNIP International Conference. 
AIMS AND SCOPE

Over recent years there has been a global economic policy consensus that has emphasised foreign investment and trade liberalisation, privatisation, deregulation and limited government intervention. However, these policies have achieved only limited results. While undoubtedly generating significant wealth, an outcome has been a continued lack of economic prosperity for large numbers of people and for many localities. Today, concerns with this outcome are frequently raised as concerns about ‘globalisation’ and ‘competitiveness’, issues that are widely and vigorously debated.  

Current tensions surrounding globalisation arguably stem from the inability of the majority of people to shape the processes occurring around them, and to access the potential benefits associated with these processes. An aim of the Exploratory Workshop is thus to provide an academic forum for exploring analysis of the development of economies in order to better understand the potential for forms of globalisation that are democratically determined. Viewing these issues from another perspective, the stress of the Workshop is also on identifying democratic competitiveness policies that might enable all peoples in all localities to benefit from successful economic development.
In particular, the focus is on identifying and analysing innovative policies for enhancing economic participation and governance, in the sense of analysing who makes strategic decisions - and on what basis - in economic organisations, systems and processes. This focus is identified because each and every type of economic organisation, system and process is characterised by a particular type of governance, and different types of governance are associated with different impacts on globalisation and competitiveness. Moreover, the focus takes us to the very essence of economics, defined in terms of strategic choices regarding the allocation of scarce resources; to govern an economic system, process or organisation is to make those choices. However, to provide a coherent understanding of such issues, economic analyses need to span boundaries with other disciplines that have different things to offer the study of governance. In this regard, an aim of the Exploratory Workshop is to bring together academics and policy-makers that are thinking about such issues in a multi-disciplinary context.

OVERLAPPING THEMES

(A) Theory and Concepts: Governance, Participation, Democracy and Competitiveness. We envisage the possibility of contributions that focus on understanding the meaning of key concepts: ‘governance’, ‘participation’, ‘democracy’ and ‘competitiveness’, including an in-depth appreciation of their different forms. Related, there are issues about the linkages between these concepts, leading to a better appreciation of the determinants of economic success, including the role of, inter alia, markets, trade and investment, innovation and productivity issues.
(B) The Impact of Governance Processes on Economic Competitiveness in Practice: Organisations, Institutions and Localities. There is a need to review, synthesise and enhance existing analyses of the actual and potential governance – related to the benchmark concern with strategic choice – of the organisations, systems and processes that are central to economic globalisation and competitiveness. This includes inter-related consideration of the governance of: public and private enterprises; international businesses; social enterprises; networks; clusters; international institutions; localities, regions and nations.
(C) Public Policy, Governance and Economic Competitiveness: The Future for Localities in a Global Economy. In the context of the issues addressed more generally at the Exploratory Workshop, it is clear that there is a need to consider public policies to improve competitiveness. One requirement is for new policy-focused research that builds directly on the previous two Themes, synthesising their insights. We also envisage the governance framework being used to assess and evaluate existing policy initiatives, perhaps including trade and investment policy, regional policy, structural funds, enlargement initiatives and enterprise policy.
We welcome the submission of ideas for presentations on aspects of any of these Themes, and on issues that cut across the Themes. As regards the latter, we are actively seeking sets of presentations that analyse aspects of all of the three Themes by addressing a specific topic. Among those cross-cutting topics already identified are:
(a) The Governance of Networks as a Determinant of Local Economic Development (convened by James R Wilson)

(b) The Impact of Social Enterprises on the Economic Development of Localities (convened by Ermanno Tortia)
Further discussion of the subject-matter of the Exploratory Workshop may be found in: Bailey D, De Propris L, Sugden R and Wilson, J R (2004) “Industrial Policy for EU25+ under Globalisation”, paper presented at the 8th EUNIP International Conference, Birmingham (UK), December 2004; available at www.postgradschools.net
DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW ACADEMIC FELLOWSHIP/COMMUNITY

In addition to providing a forum at which these subjects will be discussed, a further aim of the Exploratory Workshop is to address the specific potential for developing an open academic fellowship/community that is committed to evolving an innovative set of research and learning projects under the democratic control of the participating scholars (and other interested parties). 
More particularly, the interest is in a venture with an institutional form that captures the following elements, the details of which would need to be explored, amended, added to and agreed by the participants: 
· An international academic ‘fellowship’/‘community’ focused on the stimulation of a certain form of network – a so-called multi-locality web – as a catalyst to the eclectic acquisition and communication of knowledge in boundary spanning economic analysis of organisation, development and associated public policy
· A fellowship/community that is always open to all and any members – ‘fellows’ – who embrace its key terms
· A binding agreement amongst the fellows to evolve and implement:
· A communitarian, communicative process so as to nurture compatibility and sympathy with each other’s perceptions on strategic choice

· A better understanding of the requirements for democracy in their decision-making

· A fellowship/community based on mutual respect for each other’s inter-related rights, responsibilities, cultures, experiences and contributions
· A commitment by the fellows to the stimulation and co-ordination of a multi-locality web that nurtures the intrinsic creativity of each participating scholar (regardless of whether a scholar is also a fellow): that enables each scholar’s positive freedom and that provides a sympathetic yet challenging research and learning environment 

The development of such a fellowship/community would be an initiative that goes beyond the aims and objectives of EUNIP, seen as an open and loose organisation centred on its International Conferences as a particular form of meeting-place, and without the intent to develop the sort of relationships and agendas underlying the idea of the fellowship/community.
Further discussion of the fellowship/community suggestion may be found in: Bailey D, De Propris L, Sugden R and Wilson, J R (2005) “International Networking in Research and Learning: Reflections on the Impacts of Different Governance Processes”, paper presented at the European Science Foundation Exploratory Workshop on The Governance of Networks as a Determinant of Local Economic Development, San Sebastian (Spain), November 2005; available at www.postgradschools.net.
PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS


There will be no fee for the Exploratory Workshop itself.  However, a workshop lunch and tea/coffee breaks will be organised on the Monday 19th June so that participants can eat together; the cost of this will be €33.  Participants will also be required to cover their own costs as regards travel, accommodation and further subsistence, but the workshop has been purposefully timed for the day before the EUNIP International Conference, so as to minimise any extra costs. 
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